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NY LAWMAKERS ISSUE OFFICIAL 
PROCLAMATIONS TO DOZENS OF FORMERLY 

INCARCERATED NEW YORKERS DOING 
ESSENTIAL COMMUNITY SAFETY WORK AT 

RALLY IN SUPPORT OF PAROLE REFORM

FORMERLY INCARCERATED SPEAKERS DECLARE 
“WE’RE PART OF THE SOLUTION TO VIOLENCE” 
AND CALL FOR PASSAGE OF THE ELDER PAROLE 

AND FAIR & TIMELY PAROLE TO BRING HOME 
MORE LEADERS TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY SAFETY
(Albany, NY) - Today, New York State lawmakers joined 100+ 
formerly incarcerated New Yorkers who are doing essential 
community safety work, along with hundreds of other New Yorkers, 
at a rally and press conference to call for passage of the Elder Parole 
and Fair & Timely Parole bills to bring home more leaders to 
improve community safety. With 500+ total participants, the event was 
part of an advocacy day entitled “We’re Part of the Solution: Unlocking 
NY’s Potential for Community Safety Through Parole Justice.” 
Throughout the day, participants from across New York State celebrated 
and honored the incredible achievements of formerly incarcerated 
people who have returned home to give back to their communities. At 
the press conference, state lawmakers issued official proclamations to 
dozens of their formerly incarcerated constituents in recognition of their 
incredible work and achievements, including mentoring young people, 
serving as HIV/AIDS peer counselors and addiction recovery specialists, 
running non-profits, and more.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-3O_R64S0yIrat6NNo7dcK5hGavuNgZK?usp=sharing


Vanessa Santiago, who served 17.5 years in prison and now runs a 
GIA: Gift it Away, Inc., a mutual aid organization, and serves as a 
Queens Community Leader for the Release Aging People in Prison 
Campaign, said: “I knew when I was released that I wanted to be an 
asset to my community and I haven’t looked back since. Of course there 
have been challenges, but persistence breaks down resistance. At Gift It 
Away, Inc., we provide new and gently used furniture and appliances to 
people in need because they’re critical to healthy and safe living 
environments. I organize with the RAPP Campaign because there are so 
many incredible women in prison I left behind, leading anti-violence 
programs and women’s health programs and more, and I know they 
would do great work back home just like me if given the chance. That’s 
what we’re saying today. We’re part of the solution, so pass Elder Parole 
and Fair & Timely Parole and bring home more leaders to improve 
community safety.” 

Jose Saldana, Director of the Release Aging People in Prison 
Campaign, said: “Currently and formerly incarcerated people have 
created some of the most effective anti-violence programs and victim 
awareness programs in our state, yet many are still languishing and 
dying behind bars with little or no hope of even being considered for 
release because of New York’s outdated parole laws. As lawmakers 
consider critical interventions to improve community safety, we are 
gathering in great numbers in the Capitol to remind them that we're part 
of the solution and expanding pathways to parole release will unlock our 
state’s potential. With enormous support from civil rights leaders, crime 
survivor advocates, and over 350 groups across the state, along with 
broad support from legislators from Long Island to Buffalo, the Elder 
Parole and Fair & Timely Parole bills deserve to be promptly brought to 
the floor for a vote.”

State Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal said, “Long prison sentences 
without a meaningful chance for parole don’t keep New Yorkers safer or 
deter crime. This reality is especially egregious for New York’s elder 
prison population, which has tripled since 2008. That’s why I sponsor 
our Elder Parole (S15A-2021) bill with Assemblymember Davila, which 



helps remedy punitively long and ineffective sentences by guaranteeing 
a parole hearing for individuals 55+ that have served at least 15 years. 
Combined with Senator Salazar’s Fair and Timely Parole bill, we can 
save New York $522 million per year by honoring a chance at 
rehabilitation. We must stop throwing all of our people – and all of our 
dollars – into these dungeons and instead invest in supporting people’s 
return to their communities. I know we will win parole justice this 
session.”

NY Senator Julia Salazar, Chair of the Crime Victims, Crime and 
Correction Committee and lead Senate sponsor of the Fair & Timely 
Parole Act, said: “Truly, it’s an honor to be able to formally recognize 
the incredible work of so many formerly incarcerated New Yorkers, 
whose contributions often go unseen. Many of those receiving 
proclamations from their elected representatives experienced firsthand 
the failures of government policies for much of their lives. They made 
terrible mistakes. And still they have come back to uplift struggling 
communities across the state, provide unparalleled support in critical 
roles like non-profit leaders, drug recovery specialists, violence 
interrupters, and re-entry counselors, and help improve safety for all. 
The best way we as legislators can honor them is to pass Elder Parole 
and Fair & Timely Parole to bring home more leaders to do more great 
work.”

NY Assembly Member Kenny Burgos said: "Over the past decade, 
prison deaths in New York State have increased. Those who are 55 and 
older and people of color have been the most affected. Incarcerated 
individuals in good standing deserve the opportunity to rebuild and 
move forward with their lives. Both the Elder Parole and Fair & Timely 
Parole bills have my full support, and I look forward to seeing its 
upcoming passage."

NY Senator Pete Harckham said: “As a society, we must stop judging 
people by their worst moment in life and value them for who they have 
become today, and accordingly look beyond incarceration toward the 
possibility of rehabilitation and parole for worthy individuals, many who 



are ready and able to make a positive contribution to our communities. 
Elder parole initiatives and other opportunities for fair and timely parole 
deserve our support because we must take into consideration the growth 
and progress people achieve in their lives, no matter where they are.” 

NY Senator Cordelle Cleare said: “As a proud and longstanding 
supporter of the People’s Campaign For Parole Justice, including active 
co-sponsorship of the Elder Parole and Fair & Timely Parole Bills, I 
fervently believe it is time for New York to live up to its legal, ethical 
and humanitarian mandate to allow those who have invested in 
rehabilitation to return to their communities and give back to their 
friends, family and neighbors.  As the new Chair of the Senate Aging 
Committee, I promise that Elder Parole will be a top priority this year--
and the time has come to get it done!”

NY Senator Robert Jackson said: “It is essential that we act now and 
pass the Elder Parole and Fair & Timely Parole bills during this 
legislative session. If we delay any longer, more elderly individuals in 
prisons will be deprived of healthcare and respect, and will suffer and 
pass away without ever being released. As a progressive leader, New 
York must take into account the voices of those who have experienced 
trauma and advocate for rehabilitation and healing, not an endless cycle 
of punishment. It is our duty to pass these bills  making New York a state 
that encourages and supports redemption.” 

NY Assembly Member Chris Burdick said: "I have had the privilege 
of getting to know many formerly incarcerated individuals who turned 
their lives around and are now helping others do the same. 
Rehabilitation is possible. Changing your life is possible. But in order 
for people to have this second chance, we need to judge them fairly on 
who they are now and not solely based on what they did in the past. The 
past is unchangeable but the future is not."

"Not only would the passage of the Elder Parole and Fair & Timely 
Parole legislation make our communities safer but can save the state 
over a half billion dollars annually, so I stand with my colleagues in 



government today to support parole Justice in NewYork state,” said New 
York State Senator James Sanders Jr. 

“From launching peer counseling groups to crafting anti-violence 
initiatives, formerly incarcerated people are building safer and more 
responsive communities one program a time,” said Assemblymember 
Linda B. Rosenthal (D/WF-Manhattan), Chair of the New York 
State Assembly Committee on Housing. “These invaluable solutions 
are the most efficient remedy in addressing the root causes of crime. As 
a state, we must work together to break the cycle of violence by ensuring 
that communities have access to well-funded schools, quality healthcare, 
safe, affordable housing, supermarkets stocked with healthful foods and 
accessible childcare. I look forward to working with my colleagues on 
these two important bills this session.” 

Assembly Member Marcella Mitaynes said: “I am proud to stand with 
the People's Campaign for Parole Justice in their fight for communities 
like mine. At a time when New Yorkers are told to fear their neighbors, 
it's crucial that we instead take a stand together. Safety does not come 
from punishing formerly incarcerated people for the duration of their 
lives. Safety comes from strong public resources for our communities, 
from reducing poverty, and ensuring that people have education, health 
care, and housing. By allowing people to freely live their lives, we can 
save hundreds of millions of dollars for the state and put that money to 
good use. Formerly incarcerated people are part of our solution, our 
communities, our future— Let's join together now and show that to our 
state.”

Assembly Member Pam Hunter said: “For too long we have been 
setting up those who are incarcerated for failure. This slate of legislation 
allows for those who were formally incarcerated to productively 
reintegrate into our communities and also establishes objective 
guidelines for parole release. The legislation balances public needs with 
a fair parole process that acknowledges the progress people have made 
while incarcerated. If incarceration is meant to rehabilitate, we should 
foster best practices that allow for real rehabilitation while reducing 
recidivism.” 



“We must pass the Elder Parole and Fair and Timely Parole bills to end 
mass incarceration and make New York a more just state. People 
released from prison often go on to lead anti-violence programs that 
improve community safety and strengthen neighborhoods. I'm proud to 
stand with a strong coalition of my colleagues, people who were 
formerly incarcerated, and advocacy organizations to push for these 
humane reforms,” said Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon.

BACKGROUND: 

• There is a crisis of aging and dying for New Yorkers in prison and 
their families because of  decades of extreme sentencing and 
blanket denials of parole release by a racially biased Parole Board.  

• 55% of the roughly 30,000 people currently incarcerated in New 
York State prisons are Black people, despite the fact that only 18% 
of the overall population in the state is Black. 77% are People of 
Color.  

• According to a Times Union analysis of the nearly 19,000 parole 
board decisions over the last two years, racial bias infects parole 
release  determinations and disparities have only widened in recent 
years. The data, which spans October 2018 through October 2020, 
shows the Parole Board granted parole release to 41 percent of 
white people, compared to 34 percent of Black people and 33 
percent of Latinx people.  

• Without reforms to expand access to parole release and make the 
process more fair in New York State, New Yorkers, especially 
those who are Black and Latinx, will continue to age without 
dignity, get sick, and die in prison regardless of their 
transformation and potential benefits to the outside community. 

• The People’s Campaign for Parole Justice is calling on lawmakers 
in Albany to pass two bills that, together, will ensure that people in 
prison have meaningful opportunities for individualized 
consideration for parole release based on who they are today, what 
they have done to change, and whether they pose a risk if released:  

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/A-broken-parole-process-Data-show-widening-15739596.php


• Elder Parole (S.15A/A.8855-2021) would allow the State Board of 
Parole to conduct an evaluation for potential parole release to 
incarcerated older adults who have already served 15 or more 
years, including some of the state’s oldest and sickest incarcerated 
people.  

• Fair and Timely Parole (S.307/A.162-2023) would provide more 
meaningful parole reviews for incarcerated people who are already 
parole eligible.  

• The Elder Parole and Fair & Timely Parole bills are supported by 
more than 350 organizations across New York State, including 
some of the largest crime victims and survivor advocacy groups: 
The New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Crime 
Victims Treatment Center, along with the Rev. Al Sharpton, Dr. 
Hazel Dukes, several U.S. Congressmembers and current and 
former District Attorneys, The Working Families Party, 1199 
SEIU, CWA District 1, VOCAL-NY, Citizen Action, New Hour for 
Women and Children, LiveOn NY, JASA, the Brookdale Center 
for Healthy Aging, NY Communities for Change, Center for 
Community Alternatives, Osborne Association, NYCLU, FWD.us, 
and more.  

###

https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/Elder-parole-is-overdue-14456590.php
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s15
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2019/11/27/parole-reform-aims-to-put-a-stop-to-a-culture-of-punishment/
https://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A00162&term=2023&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y&LFIN=Y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13OSF-G1gxpIjoyqSGUlr-EVEiSYduQZW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LlNgZ3EY67Sow9Eky4qZIgmx9hy0m2mS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LlNgZ3EY67Sow9Eky4qZIgmx9hy0m2mS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LlNgZ3EY67Sow9Eky4qZIgmx9hy0m2mS/view?usp=sharing
http://fwd.us/

