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RELEASE AGING PEOPLE IN PRISON CAMPAIGN 
STATEMENT ON FIRST DAY OF 2023 LEGISLATIVE 

SESSION

With Enormous Support from Civil Rights Leaders, Crime 
Survivor Advocates & Legislators Across the State, Advocates 

Call for Prompt Vote on Elder Parole and Fair & Timely 
Parole Bills

(NEW YORK) — Today, the New York State legislature kicked off its 
2023 Legislative Session. In response, Jose Saldana, Director of the 
Release Aging People in Prison Campaign, said: 

“New York State lawmakers have a lot of work to do in 2023, including 
keeping communities safe and addressing the racist policies of mass 
incarceration. Currently and formerly incarcerated people have created 
some of the most effective anti-violence programs and victim awareness 
programs in our state, yet many are still languishing and dying behind 
bars with little or no hope of even being considered for release because 
of New York’s outdated parole laws. As lawmakers consider critical 
interventions to improve community safety, we urge them to remember 
that we are part of the solution and expanding pathways to parole release 
will unlock our state’s potential. With enormous support from civil rights 
leaders, crime survivor advocates, and over 350 groups across the state, 
along with broad support from legislators from Long Island to Buffalo, 
the Elder Parole and Fair & Timely Parole bills deserve to be promptly 
brought to the floor for a vote.”
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Background: 

• There is a crisis of aging and dying for New Yorkers in 
prison and their families because of  decades of extreme 
sentencing and blanket denials of parole release by a racially 
biased Parole Board.  

• 55% of the roughly 30,000 people currently incarcerated in New 
York State prisons are Black people, despite the fact that only 18% 
of the overall population in the state is Black. 77% are People of 
Color.  

• According to a Times Union analysis of the nearly 19,000 parole 
board decisions over the last two years, racial bias infects parole 
release  determinations and disparities have only widened in recent 
years. The data, which spans October 2018 through October 2020, 
shows the Parole Board granted parole release to 41 percent of 
white people, compared to 34 percent of Black people and 33 
percent of Latinx people.  

• Without reforms to expand access to parole release and make the 
process more fair in New York State, New Yorkers, especially 
those who are Black and Latinx, will continue to age without 
dignity, get sick, and die in prison regardless of their 
transformation and potential benefits to the outside community. 

• The People’s Campaign for Parole Justice is calling on lawmakers 
in Albany to pass two bills that, together, will ensure that people in 
prison have meaningful opportunities for individualized 
consideration for parole release based on who they are today, what 
they have done to change, and whether they pose a risk if released:  

• Elder Parole (S.15A/A.8855) would allow the State Board of 
Parole to conduct an evaluation for potential parole release to 
incarcerated older adults who have already served 15 or more 
years, including some of the state’s oldest and sickest incarcerated 
people.  

• Fair and Timely Parole (S.7514/A.4231A) would provide more 
meaningful parole reviews for incarcerated people who are already 
parole eligible.  

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/A-broken-parole-process-Data-show-widening-15739596.php
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/Elder-parole-is-overdue-14456590.php
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s15
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2019/11/27/parole-reform-aims-to-put-a-stop-to-a-culture-of-punishment/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s1415


• The Elder Parole and Fair & Timely Parole bills are supported by 
more than 350 organizations across New York State, including 
some of the largest crime victims and survivor advocacy groups: 
The New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Crime 
Victims Treatment Center, along with the Rev. Al Sharpton, Dr. 
Hazel Dukes, several U.S. Congressmembers and current and 
former District Attorneys, The Working Families Party, 1199 
SEIU, CWA District 1, VOCAL-NY, Citizen Action, New Hour for 
Women and Children, LiveOn NY, JASA, the Brookdale Center 
for Healthy Aging, NY Communities for Change, Center for 
Community Alternatives, Osborne Association, NYCLU, FWD.us, 
and more.  
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